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Other Info                                                                      

    
In 1997 my statistics students found an error in advertising a Texas Lottery game.  Since then my 
students and I have had a direct hand in a great many positive changes to not only the Texas Lottery but 
to lotteries across the country.  My students were featured in a front page story in the Christian Science 
monitor and have been recognized in five separate articles in the Wall Street Journal Online.  They were 
also recognized in several articles in the Express-News and other papers around the state.  Since then 
their accomplishments have been recognized by then Governor George Bush, Lieutenant Governor Bob 
Bullock, Governor Rick Perry, and current governor Greg Abbott.  We have had TV crews both in and out 
of the classroom covering their accomplishments.  I know my students have taken a great deal of pride 
in their accomplishments and have learned not only a great deal about Statistics but also about 
government and the media. 
 



As their professor I have had the great privilege in sharing in their successes.  I have twice been a NISOD 
awardee, received The Teaching Excellence award from the Texas Mathematical Association of Two-Year 
Colleges, have been a nominee for the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges 
Teaching Excellence Award, in 2010 I received the Yellow Rose of Texas Teaching Excellence  Award from 
the Constance Allen Heritage Guild for Lifetime Learning, an educational foundation of the Business and 
Professional Women's Club of San Antonio.  I was named Piper Professor of 2011 by the Minnie Stevens 
Piper Foundation. 
 
My student's successes have led me to study lotteries and become a nationally known lottery expert.  I 
had the privilege of serving the state as a member of a search committee to find a new Executive 
Director of the Texas Lottery. 
 
All of the above, while very rewarding, is not the real reason I teach.  I teach because I love the 
interaction with my students and especially having students gain confidence in their mathematical 
abilities.  I feel so fortunate to have chosen a profession that is so rewarding.  I like to use humor to set a 
comfortable tone for a subject many students are not comfortable with.  I feel I have become a much 
better teacher over time and always know that students may not remember much of the mathematics 
they learn, but they will remember how they were treated. 
 


